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Submit articles or send questions or 
comments to Lynn Woodward at 
lynn.woodward@community-umc.net. 
The Editor reserves the right to edit for 

content and space.  The deadline for the next 
newsletter is:  December 22nd, 2011. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!!  

I couldnôt wait any 
longer!!  
 

I had purchased it in 
October when I was 
in Denver, Colorado 
with my friend Mela-
nie. I was waiting to 
use it over the 
Thanksgiving holi-
day weekend as Ad-
vent beganébut I 

COULD NOT WAIT ANY LONGER!!!  I 
CAVEDéI GAVE INéA-N-DéLIT MY 
NEW CHRISTMAS CANDLE A WEEK 
EARLY!!!! 
 

The candleéits light and its fragranceé
is one of my spiritual practices during 
the season of Adventéthose four weeks 
of waiting that we experience each year 
as we prepare to remember and cele-
brate Jesusô birthday on December 
25th. 
 

In Jesus, God sent light into the dark 
places in our lives and in the world. The 
light of Christ dawns anew bringing new 
life and hope. The candleôs light shines 
that reality into my heart and home.  

The candleôs fragrance, Sparkling 
Snow, invisibly and delightfully fills 
my home. The Old Testament tells 
how the meat offerings and sacrific-
es gave off an aroma ópleasing to 
God.ô The aroma of the offered sacri-
fice signaled to God the yearning of 
the people to have their relationship 
with God restored. I hope that my 
candleôs fragrance echoes the aro-
mas of those sacrifices letting God 
know my heartôs desire to have our 
relationship be strong and very 
good. 
 

What are your Christmas practices? 
What parts of the holiday rituals and 
traditions help you focus on Christ?  
 

In the weeks ahead, take time to 
pause, remember and focus your 
heart. When we stop and remember 
why  we do what  we do during 
Christmas, we bring Christôs life-
giving meaning into our celebrations. 
 

THE LIGHT has come and continues 
to come into our world. Godôs love is 
revealed to us in Jesusô life, death 
and resurrection. Godôs love wins 
over the darkness in our world. 
 

This we rememberéthis we celebrate!!  
 
 
 

December WORSHIP 
þThe Wonder of Christmasÿ  

December 4th -  Communion  
òLight of the Worldó 
Isaiah 9: 2 and John 1:  1 - 14 
 

December 11th 
òOpen Heartsó 
Luke 1:  26 - 38 
 

December 18th  
òAll I Want for Christmas is Jesusó 
 

December 24th, 6:30 & 8:30 pm  
Candlelight and Communion Service 
òJesusó 
Luke 2:  1 - 20 and Matthew 2: 2 - 11 
 

December 25th  
ONE SERVICE @ 10:00 a.m. 
òSongs and Stories of Christmasó 

Room to Grow 
Dave Yngsdal 

Church Council Chair 
 

As we near the completion of phase 
1 of our building project and the 
commencement of phase 2, itüs excit-
ing to think about the future of 
CUMC and the ministry opportuni-
ties that will flow from this facility.  
Unfortunately, this expansion all but 
eliminated our green space area and 
pushed us to the limits of our cur-
rent property.  With that in mind 
and with an eye on the future, 
$100,000 of our capital improvement 
fund was set aside earlier this year to 
be used for the purchase of adjoining 
property or other unanticipated capi-
tal expenditures.  That forethought 
proved to be astute when the .31 
acre lot to our east came available 
for sale in August.  Following ap-
proval votes by our Finance Commit-
tee and Church Council, we com-
pleted purchase of this property on 
November 21st for $45,000.  
 
This property had an assessed value 
of $55,000 and was purchased from 
the trust of Maxine Smith.  Maxine 
owned this property and was our 
eastside neighbor for over 50 years, 
until her death this past January.  
Members of her family continue to 
reside in her home which is immedi-
ately to the north of the sale property. 
 
The immediate improvements that 
are planned for this property include 
installation of a new privacy fence on 
the north side and removal of the 
chain link fence on the west side.  
The property includes a 2-car garage 
which we will leave in place and use 
as an additional storage area. 
Adding this property to our church 
campus opens up a multitude of use 
possibilities for the future.   

 

Lionõs Gate    Benefit Concert forBenefit Concert for   

 
 
 

 
Friday, December 2nd  

7-9pm   
Admission is FREE, but please bring a 
new, unwrapped toy for the children in 
our community who do not have the 
resources to receive Christmas gifts 
this year.  Please contact Juliann Walker 
for more information at 801-605-8339.  
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Reading is and has been a major interest in my life.  Right now Iôm reading 
about military dogs and their partners, of immense cruelty to dogs in  the 
dog fighting industry and the rehabilitation through understanding by caring 
humans, the sources and nurture of kindness and compassion, of the devel-
opment of a spiritual life through relationships with wise teachers from the 
Hindu tradition and the New Testament translated from the Aramaic.   I find it 
most interesting to be working on 2-4 books at a time, usually in a variety of 
topics.  Yet, hold on!   There is a thread that runs through all of these narra-
tives ï golden thread of relationship:  
1) the significance of relationships person to person (such as Paul and his 
listeners in Rome and teaching about the God-human relationship,  
2) the relationship learning of a young American Swami (who became the 
first American Swami  of the Ramakrishna order) with his teachers ï some-
one I recently visited with and came to admire,  
3) the fascinating search for what compassion is for both humans and ani-
mals, where it comes from and how it can be nurtured 
4) and lastly dogs and their devoted partners, humans who fall into pits of 
abuse and cruelty with their dogs and fortunately the humans who reach out 
to restore hope and capacity for dog-human relationships and those dog-
soldier partnerships that assist and protect our men and women in the fields 
of battle. 
 

These authors are part of wide ranging examples of how central to our lives 
and faith relationships are: ñIn a great chandelier, the lamps are of various 
shapes and sizes, but the light shining through each one is the same and 
from the same sourceò (Sri Ramakrishna).  Or, the powerful analogy of loving 
our neighbor as we love ourselves.   So what does this mean to our commu-
nity?  As we move further into the holiday season having celebrated our grat-
itude in November (Veterans Day and Thanksgiving) we now focus on the 
awe and wonder of Christmas.  We find ourselves celebrating, feeling hope 
for our world as we acknowledge the God among and in us.  This spark of 
Light and Love rests within each of us awaiting recognition, nurture and ex-
pression.   
 

As a congregation, we anticipate sharing our new building as a relationship 
nurturing resource.  Yet loving relationships have benefits and costs.  For 
example, these costs are recognized by new couples (giving 
up the search for independence for the discovery of 
interdependence), by parents (setting aside short 
term goals like more sleep, personal hobbies/
interests ï for sharing our childrenôs and 
grandchildrenôs interests and time), and  as 
congregants( by meeting our time and finan-
cial commitments to our church community).  
Let us joyously surrender to this combo of 
benefits and cost in celebrating our relational 
community within and without.  Happy holi-
day wishes and happy reading to all. 
 

David Harley 
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